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Gloria is a rising senior at Wellesley College and as | note from the Editor 1
an International Relations major she recognizes the
importance of looking at governmensp@nses to
sustainable development issues. Hence, she chose
compile this particular issue to fulfill that purpose.

From Tangshan to Sichuan: 1
Earthquake PTSD Relief in China

At our currentrate of development precarious futu iDominican Chernobyl o 6
awaits us with open arms. As an increasing numk

governments around the world recognize the Arsenic Poisoning in Begladesh 7
behind this deadly premonition, efforts have been |

to stymie this rate of decline. That the Economic Myanmarés Government Respo
Socal Council would meet this year to disc Cyclone Nargis 8
sustainable development and a great amount of 1

now circulating around the expiring Kyoto Protocc Hurricanes of Florida vs. Katrina:

a testament to this recognition. Yet, the effect The Main Differences 10

human negligence are not all tangibly manifeste
crises like the food and oil crisis; rather,

negligence has been heralded as contributing t
frequency of natur al d

The Pisco Earthquake: Shaking the basis of 12
Disastermanagement programs in Peru

. . Africads Population Dil emn

Enquirer examines government responses to To Susainable Development 14

natural disasters like the Cyclone Nargis in Myar

and humarnduced disasters like garbage bl in Europeds Garbage 16

Naples. Our examination offers case studies frol

regions of the world in an attempt to offer a gl Sakhalin: The Energy Projects 18

comparative perspective to facilitate compreher

analyses. Human negligence has induced a il The Invasion of the Cane Toad 19

threat and governments bear witness to this truth

increasing number of disasters and crises arisir Destruction of Olive Groves in Palestine 21

their agendas, therefore, in compiling this edition fifie Third Nakbao

hope to offer some insight on our contempc _

plagues and the efficacy or inefficaayf certair Concluding Remarks 23

approaches.
From Tangshan to Sichuan: In 1976, the second most lethal earthquake
Earthquake PTSD Relief in history, Wlth a magnitude of_7.8 on the Richt
Chi scale, quietl flattened a sleeping Tangshan on t

Ina night of July 2. The catastrophe diverted son

By Emmy Chow, Greta Liao, Kent To and Lillian Tsang of ficials® attention

the HAYear of Cur seo.
criticized as insincere and inadequate. Res
efforts were condcted secretly behind the worl
curtain when the Rinesegovernment turned its
back againstinternational aid from the Unitec
Nations. Theexact death toll, estimated fron
242,000 to 650,000 still remains uncertain.




Complete Destru
Tangshan by thduly 28, 1976 Earthquake thousands  of

Thirty-two
years later, on
May 12",
another deadly
earthquake with
the same
magnitude hit

Wenchuan,

Sichuan.
Hundreds  of

¢

tion dhe C|t of

C

(Photo source: China Earthquake buildings,
Administration) especially

schools, were leveled, claiming motiean
69,000 lives. TheChinesegovernment, in
this case, was highly praised by the
international community for its immediate
response. Two months later, the direction of
the aftermath relief gradually cast its light
on reconstruction and psychological
as®ssment. This article attempts to assess
the progress of government relief in
addressing Posiraumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) victims from Tangshan to Sichuan.

PTSD

Posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSDa
psychiatric condition that can arise from any
traumatic and catastrophic life experience,
has been attracting increasing recognition
and concerns in the scope of natural disaster
relief. Normally it does not appeaduring

the catastrophe; insteadjt gradually
emergs as the trauma endures. The most
vulnerable groups to PTSD includectims
and survivors from disasters as well
rescuers.

as

The findings on the lonterm impact of the
Tangshan Earthquake
and mental health show that afte? years,
PTSD has cast a shadow on the rdsthe
victi ms and
earthquake and contributed to their suffering
from neurosis, anxietgndfear. Thechance

of getting such adisorder among the
Tangshan populatiofis approximately &
times higher than normal. ®kewho have
experienced the trauma are more vulnerable
to high blood pressure and cerebral vascular
diseases. Many of them are suffering from

insomnia, emotional instability, and tension.
For instance, a mawitnessed with shock
his wi feods d e Sichhan
Earthquakeas abuilding suddenly collapsed
and buried hisvife. He could not accept the
fact and kept blammh i ms e | f Thi
case indicates wha't i
syndromed oOr survivor

Overall situation in China

China at that time was still clodeinder the
Cultural Revolution when the Tangshan
earthquake hit.  nfrastructure  was
undedevelopedand loose Therefore, the
government's response was sloveffective
and unwilling as reflectedn the flow of
information andthe reluctanceto foreign
hdp. Furthermorethe flow of information
was almost stagnaat thegovernment level

It took 12 hours for the central authorities in
Beijing to learn that Tangshan, the epicenter,
was completely leveled. It was discovered
only when a Tangshan coal minér,Yulin,
drove an ambulance for six hours along dirt
roads to reach Beijing to reveal the
information? The
common people were
almost ignorant about the
situation Hu Chengxi
from  Mianyang in
central China's Sichuan
province talked about his
parents' expeence
fiduring the Tangshan
earthquake,
telecommunicatios
weren't as developed as nowadayseven
television wasn't very popular- so my
parents could only get news from the radio.

Lu Guilan, rescued by soldiers
after being trapped for 13 days.
(Wang Wenlan, 1976).

0 They hian'otave Gnany reldiyes dr friends in

Tangshan, so at first thelyd not understand
the severity of the situation there. But they
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